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Forecasts of Social Issues

“Project QOutlook”
New Management
Volume 1, Number 4

Summary:

The University of Southern California’s
Center for Futures Research regularly
polls corporate planners, consultants,
and futurists on a variety of issues. The
following are selected forecasts (probabil-
ity of occurrence and year of occurrence)
presented by the above mentioned
experts.

For the first issue, “No Victim, No Crime:
elimination of all so-called victimless
crnimes (drug abuse, prostitution, suicide,
etc.),” half the experts thought there was
only a 25% probability of this event occur-
ing by the year 2001.

The Family
And
Parental Rights

“Which Parent Owns the Child?”
Barbara Amiel

Maclean’s

April 16, 1984

Summary:

The issue of rights between a father and
mother has been presented in a Cana-
dian court, bringing with it new controv-
ersies relating to the family, abortion, the
rights of the child, and child support. Two
parents of an active marriage conceived
their second child. The mother decided
to have an abortion—the father, dis-

For the second issue, “Personal Liability:
boards of directors of corporations are
held personally liable for product safety
and pollution,” half the experts thought
that there was a 30% chance of such an
event occurmng by 2001. If the event
were to occur, however, 35% of the
respondents believed the event would
occur between 1987 and 1991.

For the third issue, “l.osers Pay Attorney
Fees: U.S. courts allow winning parties to
collect attorney fees from losing plaintiffs
in both civil and criminal cases.” half the
experts believed that there was a 30%
probability of this event occuring and
one-fourth of the experts believed that
there was a 55% of this event occuring. If
this event were indeed to occur, then

most {37%) believed it would occur by
1996.

For the fourth issue, “Social use of drugs:
pleasure enhancing drugs achieve a level
of social responsibility comparable to
that of alcoholic beverages,” half of the

agreeing with her decision, went to court.
The judge found no area in the law that
gave the father any legal right to speak for
the child, while the mother could do what
she chose. However, he “acknowledged
a father should have some rights—at

least the right to bring an application on
his own behalf.”

The author views today’s “progressive-
ness” as denying the father his natural
emotional link with the unborn child. As
far as abortion law goes, she sees fathers
reqarded as “breeding bulls” having no
leqal connection with their offspring
except when it comes to support. She
raises the issue that, at the very least, if
one takes constitutional guarantees of

Continued on Page 2

experts believed that there was a 45%
chance of this event occuring.

For the fifth issue, “Right to job: large
employers are required to provide a job
for involuntary unemployed people in
proportion to their number of employees
and the number of job applicants,” half of
the experts believed that there was a25%
probability of this event occuring by 2001.

The two issues which the experts
believed were the most likely to occur
dealt with incentives: investment incen-
tives for corporations through iiberal tax-
ation policies and work incentives for the
unemployed.

Some other issues in this data bank
include: Quebec separation; U S. govern-
ment national planning; free public tran-
sit; mandatory public service (for all U.S.
residents between the ages of 18-25); one
term limit in Congress; nuclear black-
mail; and, enforcement of anti-trusi
regulations.
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New Litigation
“Transporting Water: A New
Form of Piracy”
Randolph Picht

Philadelphia Inquirer
December 2, 1983

Summary:

Recently Exxon corporation caused an
uproar by collecting millions of gallons of
freshwater from the Hudson River and
transporting it for sale to Caribbean
governments. Although Exxon was not
accused of violating any federal laws or
regulations, they have opted to find water
from places outide the U.S. .
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